That there is still much to be learned about infections and use of antibiotics is seen in the lectures by Andrewes on 'Recent Work on the Common Cold', by Pollock on 'Adaptation in Microorganisms', by Lowbury and by Knox on 'Drug Resistance' and by Collier on 'Trachoma and Inclusion Blennorrheea'. The continuing resistance of cancer to success in finding clues to its cause and treatment is well illustrated in the lectures by Galton on 'Contributions of Chemotherapy to the Study of Leukemia', by Kay on 'Transplantation of Hxemopoietic Cells', by Magee on 'Experimental Liver Cancer', and by Hewitt on 'Fundamental Aspects of the Radiotherapy of Cancer'. Nabarro contributes a critical and practical lecture on 'Oral Hypoglycaemic Agents'. These authors are all actively engaged in research in their subjects and the lectures comprise up-to-date knowledge which should be of value not only to fellow research workers but to all interested in medical science and the methods now being used to increase our understanding of man and how to keep him healthy and efficient. Following its title this book gives a clear exposition of the present position in experimental breast cancer, including the important recent work with chemical carcinogens and its relation to the two-stage hypothesis. An account of human breast cancer follows and the book concludes with three chapters on treatment, an appendix of chemical formulk and a glossary.
Such subjects require certain background information, and it is here that the authors have shown great wisdom in their choice of material. The introductory chapters on cancer as a whole and on endocrinology will be greatly appreciated by the general reader. The anatomy and physiology are then correlated in the light of recent developments. The section devoted to human breast cancer fully discusses conditions which may be related to cancer. The accounts of such difficult subjects as duct ectasia and cystic disease of the breast are both admirable and lucid. The pathology is profusely illustrated throughout the work with a large number of full-page histological photomicrographs of most excellent quality, a credit to authors and publisher alike.
The book sets out to record work on breast cancer and to apply the data to problems of the human disease, including therapy. It will certainly rank as a standard work on the subject and will have a wide appeal. It is to be hoped that workers in other fields will adopt a similar approach in their writings, and be equally successful.
Surgery of the Stomach and Duodenum edited by Henry N Harkins mD PhD FACS and Lloyd M Nyhus MD FACS pp xvi+735 illustrated £10 London: J& A Churchill 1962
The stomach and the duodenum have an inexplicable fascination for the surgeon, perhaps because many diseases of these organs pose questions as yet unanswered regarding etiology and treatment.
This fascination is reflected by the truly vast amount of clinical and experimental investigations, variety of operations and glut of published articles.
To the aid of the surgeon who is overwhelmed by such a mass of knowledge comes this book; produced by an international (predominantly American) team of contributors, under what is obviously strict editorial control, it presents a magnificent review of the whole field of gastric surgery, including full consideration of experimental and pathological aspects. Particularly praiseworthy features are the close correlation between physiological principles and surgical technique, an exhaustive up-to-date survey of publications (including 1961 references) and the pithy editorial comments at the end of the principal chapters.
The inevitably high price is the only disadvantage of this otherwise truly superb volume.
Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy -1961 edited by Maxwell Finland and George M Savage ppxiv+984 $10 Detroit: American Societyfor Microbiology 1962 This volume is a report of the proceedings of the first annual conference organized by the American Society for Microbiology to promote communication between microbiologists and investigators in related fields including chemistry, biochemistry, pharmacology, clinical medicine and pathology.
It consists of 132 papers of which 125 are from American institutions. The papers are divided amongst sections on infectious diseases, cancer chemotherapy, mode of action of antibiotics, clinical evaluation of antibiotics, and new antibiotics, including the new penicillins and some synthetic antimicrobial drugs.
In general the papers give the essential details of the subject in concise but readable form. Various aspects of the new penicillins are dealt with in 35 papers. Other new antibiotics, including anti-fungal drugs, are reported in 13 papers. Relevant references are given. This is not a comprehensive guide to antibiotics or antibiotic therapy. The editors make no claim that all recent developments are reported; there are obvious omissions which one hopes will be reported in succeeding volumes. It is, however, a very useful source of information on some recent developments in antibiotics and other antimicrobial drugsalthough some of these will probably prove to be of ephemeral value.
In view of the great variety of subjects reported, the subject index is rather inadequate. The book is very well printed and bound.
Genetics for the Clinician by C A Clarke MA MD FRCP pp xiv+294 illustrated 47s 6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962
This book is not a textbook, either of genetics or of clinical medicine; it might perhaps have been called 'The Intelligent Physician's Guide to Heredity and Disease'. Plenty of references are given, together with definite recommendations for further reading, and it has a good index.
First the basis of genetics is carefully explained, starting with the nature of genes, DNA, chromosomes and methods of examining them, mitosis, meiosis, translocation, non-disjunction and so forth, all on the reasonable assumption that the reader has left his 1st MB far behind. Illustrative clinical examples are given where applicable. The arithmetic of gene frequencies in populations is clearly expressed, with explanations of what is meant by such things as penetrance, multifactorial inheritance, gene interactions, linkage, association, and so on. All this is very readable and coherent. The author then goes through many more or less hereditary diseases, some common and some rare, describing them briefly and then giving what is known of their inheritance. This is a particularly fascinating section of the book. It is followed by a chapter on the biological effects of ionizing radiations, with especial reference to genetic effects, then by advice on how one might run a heredity clinic; and finally by a section on statistical methods in which much good advice is given in amongst the mathematical technicalities. This is a pleasant book of armchair medical genetics, and it is definitely recommended to ordinary clinicians. in the newborn. Epidemiology, psychogenic factors, schizophrenia, deafness and some aspects of treatment are also briefly considered. Although the initial gloss of discovery has now been dimmed by the inevitable delay of book-publishing and farther advances made since the 1959 symposium, this beautifully produced volume is worth having.
Is it not time to drop such vague terms as 'undifferentiated mental retardation', 'physiological defective' and 'familial defectives', the latter allegedly constituting 75% of the mental defectives in and out of institutions? And, secondly, it seems from P I Yakovlev's account of
